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President’s Message 

 
Greetings, Strategic Roost Chapter Membership-  

 

It was a dark and stormy day, but those that braved the torrential rain enjoyed a 

lively presentation by Dr. Jerry Martin.  On May 22nd, Dr. Martin, the USSTRAT-

COM Command Historian, engaged the Roost with tales of the SAC Alert Force.  

We learned the origins of the force and why it went airborne.  Several of the mem-

bers present were veterans of SAC Alert Force, and one participated in many 

“Chrome Dome” sorties.  The lively discussion expanded Dr. Martin’s understand-

ing of airborne alert and showed us all the difference between written history and 

living history. 

 

Airborne Alert was not without its risks and Dr. Martin highlighted several acci-

dents involving aircraft with live weapons.  Crashes with nuclear weapons require 

special attention and extensive clean up.  The accomplishments of the airborne 

alert force were amazing, but the stress on the force reminded me of the stress 

caused by the past seventeen years of combat.  The comparison brings into focus 

once again the need to understand history, and learn from it.  Thanks to Dr. Martin 

for reminding us of our history, our heritage, and we how our mission continues.  

Thanks also, to Scott Hackney for the notes. 

 

For our June pizza luncheon we will partner with the Omaha Chapter of the Tail-

hook Association to welcome Mr. Ted Huscher.  Mr. Huscher plans to talk on an 

Austro-Hungarian WWI Ace Josef Kiss who is credited with 19 aerial victories 

and who died as he fought—via aerial combat.  Please come out and network with 

the Tailhook membership while taking in Mr. Huscher’s presentation on the 19th at 

the usual place, the 343rd RS Briefing Room.  We meet at 1115 for pizza with the 

presentation beginning at 1145. 

 

Two big Roost events are just around the corner.  Air Force Week in the Heartland 

kicks off on August 9th and culminates with the Offutt Air Show featuring the re-

turn of the Thunderbirds demonstration team.  On August 16th we will be manning 

an air show booth to earn money for our scholarship fund so please join us to help 

out.  If your golf game is in competition shape or you just enjoy the links mark 

your calendar for our September golf tournament. 

  

I look forward to seeing you all on June 19th for Mr. Huscher’s presentation. 

 

-Tony Loper 

President, Strategic Roost  
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June Pizza Luncheon 
Jun 19, Mr. Huscher, WWI avia-

tion expert speaks on Austro-

Hungarian WWI Ace Josef Kiss at 

the 343RS Briefing Room 

Air Force Week in the Heart-

land 
August 9-17, Events around the 

area including celebrity appear-

ances, music, and displays by 

America’s Air Force 

Offutt Air Show 
August 16-17, Featuring a demon-

stration from the Air Force’s own 

Thunderbirds 

Roost Golf Tournament 
September 12, Make plans to join 

us in this annual event--everyone’s 

a winner! 
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On the Calendar 

Strat Roost Info 

AOC—Making Connections 
 

If you are looking for a job in EW/IO or looking to hire 

people with these experiences, the AOC wants to help 

you. The AOC Career Center page (www.myaoc.org/

EWEB/dynamicpage.aspx?webcode=career_center) of-

fers members and non-members the opportunity to 

search job listings, post resumes, and fill out applica-

tions. Employers also have access to post job listings 

and search resumes. Both employers and potential em-

ployees can enable email notifications when resumes 

match job listings. Touted as, “easy-to-use and highly 

targeted resource for online employment connections,” 

this AOC benefit can make job transitions much easier. 

If any Strat Roost members have used the site, please 

send me an e-mail (webmaster@stratroost.org) about 

your impressions of the service. I will consolidate the 

comments and post them in a future column.  

 

World Wide EW Conference 2008 
 

In cooperation with USSTRATCOM, the Association of 

Old Crows hosted the World Wide Electronic Warfare 

Conference at Offutt AFB on 28-30 May.  The confer-

ence was attended by over 140 personnel from the Com-

batant Commands, Services, Agencies, allies, and indus-

try.  The objective of the conference was to share EW 

initiatives, issues, and challenges across the Combatant 

Commands, their components, and the Services and to 

establish a vision for EW in the 21st century.  With that, 

presentations were provided from various organizations 

to include the Joint Electronic Warfare Center, Services, 

our UK allies, and the Combatant Commands.  VADM 

Mauney, DCDR USSTRATCOM, provided the opening 

remarks stressing that EW is a critical aspect of war-

fighting for USSTRATCOM and directly supports the 

USSTRATCOM lines of operations of Deterrence, 

Space, and Cyberspace. 

June Luncheon   
 

The Strategic Roost and the Omaha Chapter of Tailhook 

Association cordially invites you to attend June's 

monthly luncheon featuring Mr. Theodore "Ted" 

Huscher, PG, Geologist, USDA-NRCS, speaking on the 

topic: “Jozsef Kiss: Austro-Hungarian Ace of World 

War I.”  The story of Austro-Hungary's 5th highest scor-

ing ace reveals a man driven by his patriotic fervor and 

ambition, yet tempered with mercy.  "Josi's" flying ca-

reer spanned roughly 2 years of fighting along the South

-Tyrolean Italian Front.  His efforts resulted in the 

"forcing down" of 8 enemy aircraft and capturing 4 

crews of the 19 planes.  Among the total were 4 Italian 

Caproni bombers, veritable "flying fortresses" of their 

day.  The luncheon will take place at the 343rd RS 

Briefing Room, Bldg 497, on June 19, 2008 from 1115-

1300.  Bring $5 for pizza and soda. 

Roost Golf Tournament   
 

Our 22nd Annual Fall Golf Extravaganza is set for Sep-

tember 12, 2008.  It’s hard to believe we have surpassed 

20 years for this event--it gets better every year!  As one 

of the last tournaments of the season, your swing should 

be grooved and ready to go.  Come out, join your 

friends, and enjoy a round.  In addition to the camarade-

rie and prizes, the primary purpose is to raise Roost 

scholarship funds.  It’s a worthwhile cause all the way 

around. 

Offutt Air Show 
 

The celestial bodies finally aligned!  This year’s Offutt 

Air Show features the highly acclaimed Air Force Thun-

derbird demonstration team, a definite crowd pleaser.  

The Air Show is scheduled for August 16-17.  As is our 

custom we plan to have a booth supporting Air Force 

heritage and tradition.  We will be looking for volun-

teers to help work our booth both Saturday and Sunday.  

Any proceeds earned from  concessions go directly to 

the Strategic Roost scholarship fund. 

Air Force Week Omaha 2008 
 

Air Force Week in the Heartland will be supported by 

Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska with nu-

merous large and small events planned throughout the 

week in venues spanning the entire state of Nebraska, 

western Iowa, southeast South Dakota and northern 

Kansas. The week will begin with a proclamation event 

in Omaha that will feature celebrity appearances, music, 

and display by America’s Air Force. The week will cul-

minate with the Offutt AFB “Defenders of Freedom” 

open house and air show with a performance by the Air 

Force Thunderbirds. Other events planned during the 

week include an Expo at Shadow Lake Towne Center in 

Papillion, Nebraska, a senior leaders symposium in Lin-

coln, Nebraska, performances by the Tops in Blue and 

Heartland of America band, a technology town hall 

meeting, a golf tournament, and many other exciting 

activities.  See www.airforceweekintheheartland.com 

for further details. 
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The Strategic Roost Chapter of the Association of Old Crows 
and the Omaha Chapter of the Tailhook Association 

cordially invites you to attend our next monthly meeting 
  

featuring 
 

Mr. Ted Huscher 
WWI Aviation Expert 

 

speaking on the topic 
 

ñJozsef Kiss: Austro-Hungarian Ace of World War Iò 
 

Thursday, 22 June 2008 - 1115 ð 1300 
343rd Reconnaissance Squadron Briefing Room 

 
Bring $5 for pizza and soda 
Mr. Huscher speaks at 1145 


