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Presidentôs Message 

 
Greetings, Strategic Roost Chapter Membership-  
 

The ñSalute to the Futureò Scholarship Awards Reception was a total success.  My 

sincere thanks to all those who participated to make this event an enjoyable one for 

all involved.  Special thanks go to Maj Gen Maluda for a great address focused on 
the youth and their future endeavors.  Least of not which we thank the winners 

themselves to whom the evening was dedicated.  On behalf of the Strategic Roost 

we wish them the very best. 
 

Onward: It has been a busy two months in between bi-weekly, then weekly meet-

ings to put the awards ceremony together.  Your board will be getting together 
soon to capture what we learned from this yearôs planning and execution to make it 

that much better next year. 

 

Looking down the calendar, there are a number of community events with which 
our Roost has been traditionally involved.  But first let me alert you to our next 

speaker Dr. Jerry Martin, the current STRATCOM, Command Historian.  He has a 

cliff -hanger presentation on lost nuclear weapons.  Please come out and mix it up 
with the fellowship of Crows while taking in Dr. Martinôs presentation on the 22nd 

at the usual place ð 343rd RS Briefing Roomðbut not the usual time.  We meet 

at 1200 for pizza with the presentation beginning at 1230. 
 

Our June speaker is the pattern as well.  For the pilots among us Mr. Ted Huscher 

plans to talk on an Austro-Hungarian WWI Ace Josef Kiss who is credited with 19 

aerial victories and who died as he foughté via aerial combat.  The presentation 
promises to be interesting for all. 

 

On a somber note: Last December one of our own passed away.  A fitting tribute 
written by Mr. Robb Hoover is dedicated to the memory of Jim Whiting, a WWII 

Veteran, and is provided in this news letter.  Godspeed Jim! 

 

Again, there are many opportunities for Roost membership to participate or lend a 
hand.  The air show is coming up and weôll be pulsing the network to help out. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on May 22nd for Dr. Martinôs presentation.  Please 
come on out and enjoy pizza, coke, and a conversation about nukes. 

 

-Tony Loper 
President, Strategic Roost  
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May Pizza Luncheon 
May 22, Dr. Martin, USSTRAT-

COM Historian speaks on 

ñAirborne Alert Program and Lost 
Nukesò  at 343RS Briefing Room 

World Wide EW Conference 
May 28-30, at Offuttôs Dougherty 
Conference Center 

June Pizza Luncheon 
June 19, Mr. Ted Huscher, Geolo-

gist, speaking on Josef Kiss; 

Austro-Hungarian Ace 

Offutt Air Show  
August 16-17, Featuring a demon-

stration from the Air Forceôs own 
Thunderbirds 

Golf Tournament 
September 12, Make plans to join 
us in this annual event--everyoneôs 

a winner! 
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On the Calendar 

Strat Roost Info 

Scholarship Reception  
 

The Scholarship Awards Reception was by all accounts 
a resounding success!  Our keynote speaker Maj Gen 

Maluda was the perfect choice as he related his success 

story to the award winners.  It has been said that ñyouth 

is wasted on the young.ò (George Bernard Shaw).  But 
looking at the accomplishments of the award recipients, 

it would appear that the quote has met its exception. 
 

 Many thanks go to the judging panel who put candi-

date records through the mill.  Not an easy task given 
the depth and breadth of their achievements. 
 

  This yearôs program eased up the formal affair of sit-

down dining in exchange for a  more cordial evening of 

delectable delights, camaraderie, and personal salutes to 
the scholarship winners.  To cheer them on, 55th Wing 

and local industry leadership personally engaged the 

students with pride-filled home-team hurrahs. 
 

 In order to put the evening in a perspective cognizant 
of ñserviceò theme, the ceremony was kicked off by the 

Bellevue West High School Honor Guard under the 

leadership of Lt Col Bill Steele.  ñThis was by far the 
best Honor Guard I have ever seenòð Maj Gen Maluda. 

The Honor Guard team included Dillon Kruckman 

(Commander) Jaime Fuentes-Acundo, Nathan Schlagel 
and Derrick Dollens.  Thanks for job well done!    

May Luncheon   
 

Come join us as we welcome a special guest speaker, 
Dr. Jerry Martin, USSTRATCOM Command Historian.  

Dr. Martin is an Air Force Academy graduate with ma-

jors in Latin American Studies and International Affairs.  

He has written many papers, several books, and has con-
tributed to numerous encyclopedic projects.  Dr. Martin 

has prepared a discussion on the topic ñThe Airborne 

Alert Program and Lost Nukes.ò  The luncheon will take 
place at the 343rd RS Briefing Room, Bldg 497, on May 

22, 2008 from 1200-1345. 

Offutt Air Show 
 

The celestial bodies finally aligned!  This yearôs Offutt 
Air Show features the highly acclaimed Air Force Thun-

derbird demonstration team, a definite crowd pleaser.  

The Air Show is scheduled for August 16-17.  As is our 

custom we plan to have a booth supporting Air Force 
heritage and tradition.  We will be looking for volun-

teers to help work our booth both Saturday and Sunday.  

Any proceeds earned from  concessions go directly to 
the Strategic Roost scholarship fund. 

Golf Tournament   
 

Our 22nd Annual Fall Golf Extravaganza is set for Sep-
tember 12, 2008.  Itôs hard to believe we have surpassed 

20 years for this event--it gets better every year!  As one 

of the last tournaments of the season, your swing should 

be grooved and ready to go.  Come out, join your 
friends, and enjoy a round.  In addition to the camarade-

rie and prizes, the primary purpose is to raise Roost 

scholarship funds.  Itôs a worthwhile cause all the way 
around. 

World Wide EW Conference 2008 
 

USSTRATCOM/J39 and the AOC present the World-
Wide Electronic Warfare Conference 2008 to be held a 

the Dougherty Conference Center at Offutt Air Force 

Base Omaha, Nebraska. 

 The overall objective of the conference is to surface 
and share EW initiatives, issues and challenges within 

COCOMs and components and to establish a vision and 

strategy for EW in the 21st Century. Primary themes for 
the conference may include: 

-COCOM/Services current events/initiatives updates 

-Maximizing capabilities by improving the contributions 

of EW warfare to Cyber warfare 
-Joint Staff/OSD current initiatives and issues 

Joint EW advocacies strategies for the 21st Century. 

See www.myaoc.org for details 

Air Force Week Omaha 2008 
 

Air Force Week in the Heartland will be supported by 
Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska with nu-

merous large and small events planned throughout the 

week in venues spanning the entire state of Nebraska, 

western Iowa, southeast South Dakota and northern 
Kansas. The week will begin with a proclamation event 

in Omaha that will feature celebrity appearances, music, 

and display by Americaôs Air Force. The week will cul-
minate with the Offutt AFB ñDefenders of Freedomò 

open house and air show with a performance by the Air 

Force Thunderbirds. Other events planned during the 

week include an Expo at Shadow Lake Towne Center in 
Papillion, Nebraska, a senior leaders symposium in Lin-

coln, Nebraska, performances by the Tops in Blue and 

Heartland of America band, a technology town hall 
meeting, a golf tournament, and many other exciting 

activities.  See www.airforceweekintheheartland.com 

for further details. 



 

 

 

Scholarship Reception  
 

 Nonetheless this event was all about five young men and 
women who, through hard work, have distinguished themselves 

throughout their high school academic careers and who have en-

hanced their resumes through extracurricular and civic participa-

tion.  Here are the winners: 
 

Matthew Allen Fischer of Millard West High School 

Tyler R. Beene of Omaha North High School 

William R. Barrett of Bellevue West High School 

Matthew S. Muschall of Skutt Catholic High School 
Kayla Smith of Marian High School 

Matthew Muschall Kayla Smith William Barrett 

Matthew Fischer 

Tyler Beene 

Congratulations! Schlagel     Kruckman   Fuentes-Acundo     Dollens 


