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Presidentôs Message 

 
Greetings, Strategic Roost Chapter Membership-  
 

Itôs been a busy few weeks... a Roost luncheon with Maj Gen Craig Koziol, Tales 

of the 55th, and the 55th Wing Ball all in a row!  Plus, our annual ñSalute to the 

Futureò Scholarship Awards Reception is just around the corner and our May 
luncheon is already planned.  No let-up in sight! 

 

The large crowd for our March luncheon with Maj Gen Koziol was rewarded with 
an up to the minute presentation on AFISRAôs operations and organizational 

changes.  Maj Gen Koziol is refocusing the AFISRA mission and structure for to-

dayôs challenges--he gave us the ñtopsideò view.  See Will Ebyôs write-up on page 
two for the details. 

 

Your board is in the final days of organizing this yearôs Scholarship Awards recep-

tion.  As you know, weôve changed the format a bit to bring you a lively and classy 
event in honor of our winners--we think youôll be pleased with the results.  The 

reception will take place on Thursday evening, April 24, 2008, at 6:30 PM in the 

Offutt Community Center Sandhills Room.  We will be offering elegant hot and 
cold hors dôoeuvres and delicious desserts.  A cash bar will be provided.  Com-

mensurate with the significance of the eveningôs activities, our keynote speaker 

will be Maj Gen John Maluda.  Maj Gen Maluda is the Director of Cyberspace 
Transformation and Strategy for the Secretary of the Air Force Office of Warfight-

ing Integration.   Maj Gen Maluda is an alumnus of Offutt having served as Com-

mander, 55th Communications Group, from 1997-99.  

 
While we are building to the crescendo of our scholarship event, other elements in 

Strategic Roostôs yearly repertoire are being composed.  For history buffs, Dr. 

Jerry Martin, STRATCOM Command Historian, will recount ñThe Airborne Alert 
Program and Lost Nukesò at our May luncheon.  If you donôt mind warm weather 

and the distinct aroma of JP8--join us in assisting with the Offutt Air Show in Au-

gust.  And for those inspired by the links our September golf tournament should 

already be on your calendar.  Certainly, there is something for everyone. 
 

I look forward to seeing you on April 24th for the Scholarship Awards Reception so 

come out and join us in saluting these outstanding young people. 
 

-Tony Loper 
President, Strategic Roost  
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Scholarship Reception 
April 24, The Roost will award 

five hard-earned $1000 scholar-

ships to deserving students  
 

May Pizza Luncheon 
May 22, Dr. Martin, USSTRAT-

COM Command Historian speaks 
on ñAirborne Alert Program and 

Lost Nukesò  at 343RS Briefing 

Room 
 

Offutt Air Show  
August 16-17, Featuring a demon-

stration from the Air Forceôs own 

Thunderbirds 
 

Golf Tournament 
September 12, Make plans to join 

us in this annual event--everyoneôs 
a winner! 
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Engineering in the Heartland 
 

The Roost tapped Walt Davis, Public Relations Chair, to 
assemble this yearôs judges. Strategic Roost board mem-

bers  George OôConnell and Lt Col Mohan Krishna 

judged student contestants at the Nebraska Science and 

Engineering Fair in Nebraska City.  Year after year, we 
are astounded by the creativity and technical proficiency 

of the participating high school 

students.  The Strategic Roost 
sponsored and awarded five 

prizes this year. 

 

 Sierra Wignall, Dacia 

Dickey, Kyle Bunkers, Nick 
Kinzer, and Hannah Luksa im-

pressed the judges and earned 

high marks for research and con-
vincing presentations.  The top 

spot in the senior division went to 

Kyle Bunkers from Columbus 

Lakeview High School for his studies in ñWireless 
Transfer of Electricity with Electromagnetic Coils.ò  

First place in the Junior category was earned by Sierra 

Wignall from St. John Lutheran School for her research 
in ñEffects of Berry 

Dyes on TiO2 Solar 

Batteriesò.  Each 

winner received sav-
ings bonds on behalf 

of the Strategic Roost 

as recognition. 

On the Calendar 

Scholarship Reception  
 

Coming real soon!  The STRATROOST Scholarship 
Reception will be on April 24th at the Offutt Community 

Center.  We anticipate a great crowd to cheer on this 

yearôs scholarship recipients.  A totally new format is 

planned to make this a first-class event for deserving 
students setting their sights on higher educational goals 

in technical programs.  You may also check our website 

for updates and reservation details! 

Strat Roost Info 

Strat Roost Challenge  
 

Our Speaker Chairman, Ron Russell, has issued a chal-
lenge to the chapter membership.  Donate $50 in support 

of the Scholarship Reception on 24 April and get your 

business card posted in the event program.  Ron is buy-

ing the first spot for himself!  This is an excellent way to 
support our pre-eminent event as well as get your name 

networked through the EW and IO community.  Either 

mail in your business card with your donation or contact 
any board member to work out the details.  See e-mail 

addresses on Page 1 or on our website for contact info. May Luncheon   
 

Come join us as we welcome a special guest speaker, 
Dr. Jerry Martin, USSTRATCOM Command Historian.  

Dr. Martin is an Air Force Academy graduate with ma-

jors in Latin American Studies and International Affairs.  

He has written many papers, several books, and has con-
tributed to numerous encyclopedic projects.  Dr. Martin 

has prepared a discussion on the topic ñThe Airborne 

Alert Program and Lost Nukes.ò  The luncheon will take 
place at the 343rd RS Briefing Room, Bldg 497, on May 

22, 2008 from 1200-1345. 

Offutt Air Show 
 

The celestial bodies finally 
aligned!  This yearôs Offutt Air 

Show features the highly ac-

claimed Air Force Thunderbird 

demonstration team, a definite 
crowd pleaser.  The Air Show is 

scheduled for August 16-17.  As 

is our custom we plan to have a 
booth supporting Air Force heri-

tage and tradition.  We will be looking for volunteers to 

help work our booth both Saturday and Sunday.  Any 

proceeds earned from  concessions go directly to the 
Strategic Roost scholarship fund. 

Golf Tournament   
 

Our 22nd Annual Fall Golf Extravaganza is 
set for September 12, 2008.  Itôs hard to be-

lieve we have surpassed 20 years for this event

--it gets better every year!  As one of the last 

tournaments of the season, your swing should 
be grooved and ready to go.  Come out, join 

your friends, and enjoy a round.  In addition to 

the camaraderie and prizes, the primary pur-
pose is to raise Roost scholarship funds.  Itôs a 

worthwhile cause all the way around. 

Photo courtesy of  USAF Air Demonstration 

 Squadron ñThunderbirdsò 

Pictured from left to right 

George OôConnell, Lt Col Mohan Krishna 



 

 

 

Strat Roost Info 

Gen Koziol Speaks on ISR 
 

On March 19th, Roost members had the opportunity to 
engage Maj Gen Craig Koziol, former 55th Wing Com-

mander and current Commander of the Air Force Intelli-

gence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Agency.  ISR, 

as he put it, is transforming to meet the growing demand 
for information in real time.  Quoting Gen Mosely, 

ñ...ISR capabilities are at the core of determining desired 

effects ISR has never been more important during our 
60 years as an independent Service.ò  To meet that de-

mand, Maj Gen Koziol has steadily worked to recon-

struct the AFISRA mission and organization to better 
address the challenges of todayôs Air, Space, and Cyber-

space domains. 
 

 One of the primary reasons we hold these events is 

pictured above.  Letôs not forget those who many years 
ago forged a way for us to follow and continue a tradi-

tion of excellence, sacrifice, and ingenuity! 

Tales of the 55th 
 

Tales of the 55th was a tremendous success again this 
year!  Co-sponsored by the Roost with the Dadaelians 

and the 55th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing Associa-

tion, this was the eighth annual call to order for past and 

present members of 55thôs Maintenance, Operations, 
Support, and Services to view historic memorabilia and 

listen to presentations of bygone days.  55th SRWA 

President Col (Ret) Jim Thomas performed Master of 
Ceremonies duties.  Invited speakers shared their per-

sonal anecdotes from the past history of the wing with 

the participants.  Memorabilia and artifacts from differ-

ent eras were also on display.  The Strategic Roost was 
proud to contribute once again to this recognition of the 

wingôs legacy. 
 

 Pictured below the distinguished whoôs who line-up 
of speakers who enthralled a large hangar full of past, 

present, and in some cases even future 55th Warriors!  

Note the handsome mug each speaker sportsðcourtesy 

of the Strategic Roost! 

Pictured from left to right 

Ross Cavaleri, Maj Gen Koziol, L. Donovan Schuler 

Pictured from left to right 

Jim Thomas, Brig Gen ñRevò Jones, Kingdon R. ñKingò Hawes, Tony Belford, 

Col Harvey, Brig Gen (Ret) Urschler, and Lt Col Steve Cohoes 
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