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February Pizza Luncheon
22 February at the 343rd. A LOOk Ahead

Col (Ret) John McLean, Ex-

) . . reetings, Strategic Roost Chapter
ecutive Director StrategiC o the newsletter front but behind the scenes your Board of Directors has
Air and Space Museum. been very active. Webve been busi
1115¢1300 coming five months, and we think we have the makings of a very produc-

tive and informative half-year. Our Speaker Chairman, Ronbo Russell, has
March 20tht Speaker TBD scheduled speakers for our February, March, and April luncheons. The
presentations will be an interesting mix of defense-related topics covering
April Luncheorx the past, present, and future.
ioWe have decided to continue with a casual format for our luncheon events.
STRATCOM Command HISThe next meeting will be February 22 in the 343rd Reconnaissance Squad-

torian and the searchfor y on conference Room (Building 497).

missing Bombs McLean, Executive Director of the Strategic Air and Space Museum,
speaking on plans for the future of the museum. The Roost will be bringing
in pizza and sodas and asking for five dollars from each participant. Word

is Mac will also be contributing a free museum Family membership for our
OFFICERS 2008 drawingéa $50 value! Come on out,
friends and associates, and take your chances on winning a Strategic Air

;?Qgidl_gnpter and Space Museum membership.
We are already working hard on the arrangements for our 2008 Scholar-
Mitch Houchin ship Banquet. The event will take place on the evening of May 8. As you
Vice President know, we provide over ten thousand dollars in financial support each year
to deserving students with technical majors. Please mark your calendars
Will Eby and plan to attend this annual celebration of the achievements of our win-
Secretary ning scholars and the realization of our Roost fundraising efforts. Two
_ other upcoming opportunities to participate include the Tales of the 55
Michael Cook gathering kicking off on April 4 and the Offutt AFB Airshow on August 16-17
Treasurer so keep your eye on these spaces for further information.
Lastly, our annual membership drive is going strong. Membership is an
Dan Rocha emphasis area for the Board this year and we rely on your help to recruit
Awards Chairman new Ccr ows. Bring a new member to
of your lunches!
Ron Russell As always, please feel free to call or e-mail me at anytime. | am anxious to

hear your concerns and discuss suggestions you may have for chapter im-
provement. | look forward to seeing you at the luncheon on the 22", and at
Stu Martin the rest of our events in 2008.
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RC-135 outlasts 1960's contemporaries

by 2nd Lt. Tania Bryan
379th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

2/4/2008 - SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) -- In the year 1962, The Beatles recorded their debut single, "Love Me Do," "The Beverly
Hillbillies" premiered on television, a ticket to the movies cost 50 cents and the first RC-135 Rivet Joint aircraft rolled off the Boeing
assembly line.

Now, nearly a half a century later, The Beatles haven't had a number-one single since the seventies, "The Beverly Hillbillies" can
only be seen in reruns, and the average price of a movie ticket has risen to more than eight dollars, but the RC-135 continues its
mission, having participated in every armed conflict involving U.S. assets. The RC-135 boasts a record of being continuously de-
ployed for more than 17 years.

Based out of Southwest Asia, the RC-135 has maintained a presence in the Central Command area of responsibility since August
1990. The Airmen that have been charged with carrying out the mission of this vital intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance
asset are proud members of the 763rd Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron deployed from Offutt Air Force Base,

Neb., Kadena Air Base, Japan, and Mildenhall Royal Air Force, England.

Cockpit crews, intelligence experts, electronic warfare officers, and in-flight maintenance technicians have rotated into and out of
Southwest Asia along with the aircraft for a variety of duties over the past 17 years. While their tour lengths in the AOR may fluctu-
ate, the mission remains the same: protecting the boots on the ground.

"(The RC-135) is an ISR platform that provides real-time targeting intelligence for the forces on the ground so that they can act on
it," said Capt. Sean Cunniff, the 763rd ERS tactical coordinator. "We provide tactical support to troops in combat, close-air-support
aircraft, other ISR platforms, and any other assets that need it."

The aviators aboard the aircraft do this by orbiting overhead and monitoring adversary signals. They can then relay that information
to coalition forces to warn them of an imminent threat.

RC-135 aircraft commander Capt. Dave Dinan, with the 763rd ERS, refers to the mission as, "turning on the lights so that everyone
can see."

A valuable feature of the RC-135 is the on-board communications suite that allows the crew to talk directly with a tactical air control
party in real-time. This communications channel keeps the TACP on the ground up to speed on any threats or enemy advances
and helps coordinate close-air-support.

Watching out for the safety and security of the convoys throughout the AOR is a big responsibility.

"Recently, a TACP paid our crew the highest compliment. He said, 'lt's a comforting feeling knowing you guys are up there, over-
head, watching our backs," Captain Cunniff said.

Echoing that sentiment, Lt. Col Christopher Cohoes, the commander of the 763rd ERS, says he receives e-mails and letters from
ground commanders weekly thanking the 763rd for the tremendous advantage they give them over the enemy. "Our ability to inte-
grate with the rest of the 379th (Air Expeditionary Wing) assets and all coalition forces on the ground results in a unity of effort that
is awesome in its power," he said.

While deployments for crew members of the RC-135 are frequent, the experience gained is priceless, said Senior Airman Glenn
Permar, a cryptologic operator aboard the aircraft.

"It's hard to execute the mission from home. Here, we are involved in the fight everyday, flying over 120 hours a month," Airman
Permar said. "The feeling of job satisfaction | get from being here is very high. It comes with knowing what we are doing is impor-
tant.”

Deployed to the AOR for the first time, Airman Permar has volunteered to extend his tour here.

While what's "hot" and what's not may come and go, the RC-135 will continue to play a key role in Southwest Asia.

"We are heavily involved in (operations over Afghanistan), and many of the success stories you see in the air and on the ground

can be linked to the work we do every day," said Colonel Cohoes. "(Operations over Afghanistan) are a key piece to winning the
war on terrorism, and there is absolutely no doubt that the exceptional work we do there is putting a squeeze on the bad guys
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The Strategic Roost Association of Crows cordially invites you to attend
the next monthly meeting featuring

Col (ret) John "Mac" McLean
Executive Director Strategic Air and Space Museum

speaking on the topic
"Future of the Museum"

Col McLean is the director of the Strategic Air and Space Museum The
museum reaches out to a growing audience through dynamic program-
ming, promotes education, while preserving its Aerospace heritage

Friday, 22 February 2008 - 1115 - 1300
343rd - Briefing Room

Bring $5 for pizza and soda.
Mr. McLean speaks at 1145.

Free Membership to Strategic Air and Space Museum will be Raffled



https://www.strategicairandspace.com/

